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House Assassinations Commit- 
jg^l,tsbiicluded its public hearings on 
jgpl^|ptoder of the Bev. Martin Luther 
jpBti&ijf'Jr. yesterday in an acrimonious 
with a heavily guarded, some- 
JSjyh^t "bruised brother of convicted as- 


JSj^St^ruised brother of convicted as- 
faassm- 'James Earl Ray. . 

Testifying with a black eye he suf- 
^Mre'd-ln an altercation in St. Louis 
^Monday night, John' Ray, 47, ■ found 
>;.Jiimseif questioned primarily about a 
.Series of bank robberies beginning 
."with a 1967 holdup In Alton, 111, The 
committee concentrated on the heists 
so much that it neglected to ask Ray 
: whether he had anything to do with 
i the assassination. 

John Ray denied taking part, in any 
of the holdups, including the one for 
which he was convicted in 1971 and 
; sentenced to 18 years in federal 
! prison. Paroled in September, he in- 
sisted that he was the victim of a gov- 
; ermnent-engineered “fix.” 

The hearing was marked by a series 
of clashes throughout the iporning be- 
tween Ray’s lawyer, James Lesar, and 
. committee Chairman Louis Stokes (D- 
Ohio). 

Shouting Lesar down in mid-sen- 
tence at times, Stokes repeatedly lost 
his temper in the face of the defense 
lawyer's garrulouslypersistent acihisa- 
tions that the committee was indulg- 
’ ing in “sheer guilt by association” and 
other prejudicial tactics. - , 

'' At one point after he’d been over- 
ruled, Lesar protested to Stokes, “You 
1 have not let me get a word in edge- 
, wisa- 1- think it’s sickening.” 
i -,.“You are a disgrace, 1 * Stokes, re- 
I. Ailed, v. >* “ „ i 


for a recess and challenged Stokes to 
repeat himself , “outside, where you do 
not have congressional immunity.’ 1 
The brouhaha finally ended with 
Stokes turning over the gavel to DeL 
Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.) and with- 
drawing' his “regrettable” remarks 
from the record. 

The debate over the committee’s 
methods, however,, continued through- 
out the hearing,; In an opening state- 
ment, committee lawyer James L. 
Wolf dwelt heavily on the notions that 
John Ray might have helped - his older 
brother, James. Earl Ray, escape from 
prison in 1967 and then have taken 
part in the $27,230 Alton bank rob- 
bers’, providing James with the funds 
that carried him through the assassi- 
nation. 

King .was assassinated in Memphis 
on April 4, 1968. James Earl Ray, now 
serving a 99-year term for the murder, 
was captured in London some two 
months later. ■ 

. Yesterday’s questioning of John 
Ray began with committee lawyer 
Mark Speiser asking Mm about his 
“racial attitudes” on the theory, he 
said, that the Ray family was “very 
close” in 1968 and that “John Ray’s at- 
titudes would be indicative of 
James’.” ■ . 

Lesar protested sharply, denouncing 

f ie approach as “sheer guilt by associ- 
tion,” but Stokes overruled him. 1 
Called to answer, Ray described 
himself as “a mild segregationist” 
who acknowledged that he might well 
have made some harsh remarks about 
£ing after his death in 1968, interview 
of John Ray at his Grapevine Tavern 



John Ray; somewhat bruised, ^nd insisting he was victim of a government “fix.” 

He only killed a nigger. If he had ing of his brother’s racial attitudes in 

killed a white man, you wouldn’t be 1868, although he described both him- 

here. King should have been killed 10 self and James at the time as "strong 

years ago.” ■ supporters of George Wallace” in his 

v' Asked if he made those remarks. American Independent Party presi-: 

Jtay said he might have, but was • ; dential campaign that year. 

‘‘probably drunk” at the time. ' Similarly, John Ray: disclaimed any 

• “I ran a tavern in a racist neighbor- recollection of having visited James 

hood,” he said, adding that “when I Earl Ray at the Missouri State Peni-, 

get drunk, I don’t know what I’m do- tentiary, as prison records reflect, on 

hag.” , v April 22. 1967, the day before his 

Guarded by federal 'marshals after brother’s escape., John Ray also de- 
his arrest in St. Louis Monday night nied helping his brother in the escape 


mar 


